
EVICTION FLOWCHART

(COOK COUNTY / CHICAGO)

Landlord Gives

(5 / 10 / 60 / 120 Day)

 Notice to Tenant 

(internally or through SPS)

Tenant 

Pays Balance

---- OR ----

Cures Violation

---- OR ----

Moves Out

YES
PROCESS ENDS

w/o 

Eviction Lawsuit
NO

Landlord Sends File

to Attorney 

(Lease, Ledger & Notice)  

Attorney Receives Filed 

Complaint & Summons 

from Court and Files the 

same with the Sheriff to 

Serve Tenant

> 5 Days

Attorney Appoints

 Special Process Server

Issues & Files Alias Summons & 

Sends to SPS to Serve Tenants

FIRST

COURT HEARING 

(AFTER SERVICE)

SPS

 SERVES 

TENANT?

14-21 Days

YES7 Days

(1) Attorney gets Leave of 

Court to Serve via Sheriff 

Posting; (2) Files Aff for 

Posting & Notice Req 

Appearance; and (3) Files 

w/ Sheriff for Posting

30 Days

YES

TENANT 

APPEARED AT 

INITIAL 

COURT 

HEARING

SHERIFF

 SERVES 

TENANT VIA 

POSTING?

YES

10 Days

Approx. 60-90 days 

after Eviction Filed

30 Days

SHERIFF

 SERVES 

TENANT?

NO

YES

CASE CONTINUED for 

mandatory Early Resolution 

Program (ERP) for

Tenant to Apply for Rental 

Assistance / Try to Settle

COURT HEARING 

(Status on ERP)

TENANT GETS

RENTAL ASSIST

---- OR ----

SETTLEMENT  

REACHED?

30 Days

YES
PROCESS ENDS

Rent Paid or Settlement 

Agreement Entered

NO

NO > 5 Days

COURT HEARING 

(Tenant Appearance)

NO

7 Days

15 days

CASE CONTINUED

Tenant has 1 More 

Chance to Appear

14-21 Days

TENANT 

APPEARED IN 

COURT?

NO

YES

EVICTION 

ORDER 

ENTERED

Upon Expiration of Stay 

Period & Receipt of 

the File Stamped Order

Attorney Schedules 

Eviction with Cook 

County Sheriff

7-30 Days

PROCESS ENDS

TENANT EVICTED

30 Days

COURT HEARING 

(Status on Service)

CASE TRANSFERED TO 
TRIAL COURTROOM

COURT HEARING 

(To Set Trial Date)

TENANT 

APPEARED IN 

COURT?

14-21 Days

NO

YES
CASE SET FOR 

TRIAL

CASE SET FOR 

PROVE-UP HEARING

PROVE-UP 

HEARING
21-30 Days

TENANT 

APPEARED AT 

HEARING?
YES

TRIAL

NO

LANDLORD 

WINS TRIAL / 

PROVE-UP

HEARING?

YES

NO

PROCESS ENDS

Tenant Stays & 

Landlord Must 

Start Over

21-30 Days

EVICTION FILED

> 5 Days
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TENANT 

APPEARED AT 

HEARING?
YESNO
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